
POST JUNE SALMON MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR 
THE SOUTH ALASKA PENINSULA, 1993 

James N. McCullough, 
h o l d  R. Shaul, 

and 
Rodney D. Campbell 

Regional Information ~ e ~ o r t '  No. 4K93- 19 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Commercial Fisheries 

2 1 1 Mission Road 
Kodiak, Alaska 996 15 

May 1993 

 he Regional Information Report Series was established in 1987 to provide an information access system for 
all unpublished division reports. These reports frequently serve diverse ad hoc informational purposes or archive 
basic uninterpreted data. To accommodate timely reporting of recently collected information, reports in this series 
undergo only limited internal review and may contain preliminary data; this information may be subsequently 
finalized and published in the formal literature. Consequently, these reports should not be cited without prior 
approval of the author or the Division of Commercial Fisheries. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The South Alaska Peninsula (South Peninsula) consists of Pacific Ocean coastal waters extending 
west of Kupreanof Point to Scotch Cap on Unimak Island (Figure 1). Generally, the area of the 
South Peninsula east of Rock Island is open to commercial salmon fishing starting about July 6, 
except the Southeastern District Mainland fishery, which is managed through July 25 on a 
management plan (5 AAC 09.360) based on an allocation of Chignik bound sockeye salmon. 

Prior to 1976, post June South Peninsula fisheries were open five days per week, with total 
season closures on August 10 to provide adequate escapement and maintain product quality. 
From about 1976 to 1991, the salmon fishery was managed by emergency order based on local 
stock run strength. Fishing periods from July 6 to about July 18 were based on chum salmon 
run strength, and from July 18 through about August 20 on pink salmon run strength. Fishing 
continued into late August in years of strong pink runs. Migratory salrnon were also harvested 
during these openings, and contributed a substantial portion of the total post June harvest in some 
years. Fishing periods during September and October were based on coho salmon run strength 
(McCullough and S topha, 1991). 

In November 1991, the Alaska Board of Fisheries (BOF) established the Post June Salmon 
Management Plan for the South Alaska Peninsula (5 AAC 09.366). This plan allows for the 
harvesting of local stocks through July 19 only in terminal areas, but closes the remainder of the 
South Peninsula formerly open in post June fisheries. The board decision was based on the 
concept that local pink and chum salmon could be caught in terminal areas early in the season 
without sacrificing product quality, while at the same time allowing migratory salmon to pass 
through the South Peninsula. After July 19, the BOF authorized the opening of traditional cape 
harvest areas to South Peninsula fishermen. The BOF concluded that to maintain product quality 
and to allow for available processing capacity the traditional cape harvest areas would need to 
be open. In accordance with an Alaska State Superior Court order issued on July 10, 1992 by 
Judge Hopwood (Case No. 3KO-92-239 GI) an injunction was granted staying the enforcement 
of 5 AAC 09.366 (Post June Salmon Management Plan for the South Alaska Peninsula). On 
March 2, 1993 Judge Hopwood granted summary judgement in favor of the Alaska Board of 
Fisheries and the Post June Salmon Management Plan for the South Alaska Peninsula (5 AAC 
09.366) was again in effect. 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The South Peninsula post June fishery will be managed according to the Post June Salmon 
Management Plan for the South Alaska Peninsula as adopted by the Alaska Board of Fisheries 
(Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 1992) during the November 1991 meeting (Appendices 
A.l and B.l). Under this plan, commercial salmon fishing from July 6-19 will be restricted to 
terminal fishing areas opened by emergency order based on local stock run strength as gauged 
by harvest and escapement rates. These areas include Zachary Bay, Inner Pavlof Bay, and the 



Canoe Bay, Cold Bay, Thin Point, and Morzhovoi Bay Sections (Figures 2-4). All fishing 
periods will be announced by emergency order. 

From July 6-19, Zachary Bay and Inner Pavlof Bay will be managed on chum salmon run 
strength. Morzhovoi Bay and Thin Point Sections will be managed on sockeye salmon run 
strength. Both sockeye and chum salmon run strength will be considered in managing the Cold 
Bay Section. Fishing periods are expected to be one day or less per week, unless larger than 
expected runs occur. Due to anticipated large concentrations of gear in limited areas, the initial 
fishing period is anticipated to be no longer than 14 hours. The first post June fishing period will 
be on July 6 or shortly after July 6. Whenever possible, openings will coincide with fishing 
periods in the Southeastern District Mainland fishery. Due to an anticipated strong sockeye run 
to Thin Point Cove, closed waters in Thin Point Cove will be reduced to include only those 
waters within 1,000 yards of the Thin Point lagoon terminus and to all waters within 500 yards 
of any other salmon stream emptying into Thin Point Cove. 

From July 20-August 30, the remainder of the South Peninsula may open to commercial salmon 
fishing by emergency order. The initial fishing period during this time period is anticipated to 
occur on July 20 for 2-3 days. The July 20 opening should provide adequate data regarding pink 
salmon run strength and immature salmon concerns to justify subsequent fishing periods. Fishing 
periods will be based on pink salmon run strength, although in a few areas fishing periods will 
be regulated by local chum and sockeye salmon runs. Whenever possible, openings in the 
Unimak, Southwestern, South Central, and Southeastern Districts will be concurrent. 

Beginning September 1, fishing periods will be based on coho run strength, although late pink 
and chum runs will be considered when determining fishing periods. No attempt will be made 
to have concurrent openings between the Southeastern District and the remainder of the South 
Peninsula. 

In an effort to accommodate enforcement activities without impacting legal fishing activities 
(more than necessary), the following general (there may be occasional circumstances which 
require different times) opening and closing schedule will be used: 

Starting Closing 
Month Time Time 

June 6:00 a.m. 10:OO p.m. 
July 7:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 
August 8:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 
September 9:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 
October 9:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 



The 1993 post June chinook harvest is projected to be about 5,000 salmon'. This is about the 
same as the 1987-91 average harvest of 4,921 salmon and the 1982-91 average harvest of 4,905 
salmon (Table 1). 

The 1993 post June sockeye salmon harvest (not including those harvested under the Southeastern 
District Mainland Management Plan) is projected to be 300,000 salmon1. This compares with 
the 1987-91 average harvest of 734,465 salmon and the 1982-91 average harvest of 581,840 
salmon (Table 1). 

The 1993 post June coho salmon harvest is projected to be 300,000 salmon1. This compares 
with the 1987-91 average harvest of 359,452 salmon and the 1982-91 average harvest of 289,547 
salmon (Table 1). 

The post June pink salmon harvest is projected to be 6,000,000 salmon2, which is above both 
the 1987-91 average of 5,497,577 salmon and the 1982-91 average of 5,399,606 salmon (Table 
1). 

The 1993 post June chum salmon harvest is projected to be 600,000 salmon2, which is less than 
the 1987-91 average of 873,989 salmon and lower than the 1982-91 average harvest of 1,005,602 
salmon (Table 1). 

Table 2 lists the 1982-91 combined catch in those areas open from July 6-19 under the new 
management plan, under the old management plan, and the difference in the number of salmon 
harvested between the old and new plans. Table 3 lists the 1982-91 catch by area in waters open 
from July 6-19. Table 4 lists the South Peninsula July 20-September 30, 1982-91, harvest by 
species. 

IMMATURE SALMON 

The Department will conduct a test fishery in the Shumagin Islands Section prior to July 20 to 
assess the presence of immature salmon. Immature salmon are not anticipated to be a problem 
in the terminal fishing areas allowed to open from July 6-July 19. However, if large numbers 
of immature salmon are present in any area, such locations will be closed to purse seine gear 
until the number of immature salmon drops to an acceptable level. 

''I'he projected chinook, sockeye, and coho salmon harvest figures are the sum of the 1982-91 average number of 
salmon harvested under the new plan as estimated by the number of salmon caught each year in those areas approved 
to open from July 6-19 (Table 2), plus the 1982-91 average number of salmon harvested from July 20-September 
30 (excluding the harvest under the Southeastern District Mainland Management Plan). 

''The projected chum and pink salmon harvest figures are gross estimates based on visual observation of fry 
abundance in King Cove and Squaw Harbor. 
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Table 1. South Peninsula post June commercial salmon catch by species, 1982-92, and 
projected 1993 catch.a 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Average 
1987-91 4,921 734,465 359,452 5,497,577 873,989 
1982-91 4,905 581,840 289,547 5,399,606 1,005,602 

a Harvest figures in table do not include salmon harvested under the Southeastern District 
Management Plan, which is in effect through July 25. 



Table 2. South Peninsula July 6-19 harvest by species, 1982-91, showing number of salmon harvested under old plan, under the 
new plan as estimated by the number of salmon those areas approved to open from July 6-19 by the 1991 Board of 
Fisheries ruling, and the difference in the number of salmon harvested between the plans. 

Chinook 
Old Plan 

Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 
Old Plan Old Plan Old Plan Old Plan 

Old New (-) Old New (-1 Old New (-1 Old New (-1 Old New (-1 
Year Plan Plan New Plan Plan Plan New Plan Plan Plan New Plan Plan Plan New Plan Plan Plan New Plan 

1982-91 Average 
2,910 30 2,880 264,578 10,189 254,389 44,988 243 44,745 243,377 58,413 184,965 242,096 49,182 192,914 



Table 3. Salmon catch by species in areas open under post June salmon management plan 
from July 6-19, 1982-91. 

Area 

- -- - -- -- 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Zachary Bay 1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

Average: 

Pavlof-Canoe Bay 1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

Average: 

Cold Bay 1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

Average: 



Table 3. @age 2 of 2) 

Area 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Thin Point 1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 

19860 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

Average: 

Morzhovoi Bay 1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

Average: 



Table 4. South Peninsula post June commercial salmon catch by species, July 20 - September 
30, 1982-91a. 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Pink Chum Coho 

1987-91 avg. 2,244 403,606 5,379,124 624,164 307,138 
1982-91 avg. 1,773 289,777 5,145,551 687,851 21 1,900 

a Harvest figures in table do not include salmon harvested under the Southeastern District 
Management Plan, which is in effect through July 25. 
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Figure 1. Map of the Alaska Peninsula Area from Kupreanof Point t o  Scotch Cap with 
the salmon fishing districts shown. 





Figure 3. Map of Pavlof Bay and Canoe Bay Section. The shaded area denotes normal closed waters, while the hashed 
area denotes the area that may open to commercial salmon fishing from July 6 - September 30, north of a 
line at Black Point (55'24'34" N. lat.). See regulation book for official locations of boundaries. 



Figure 4. Map of Cold Bay, Thin Point, and Morzhovoi Bay Sections. The shaded area denotes normal closed waters. 
while the hashed area denotes the area that may open to commercial salmon fishing from July 6 - September 
30. See regulation book for official locations of boundaries. 



APPENDIX 



Appendix A.1. Post June salmon management plan for the Southern Alaska Peninsula. 

5 AAC 09.366. POST JUNE SALMON MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE SOUTHERN ALASKA 
PENINSULA. 

(a) The department may open the following areas to salmon fishing from July 20 through September 30: 

(1) the Shumagin Islands Section of the Southeastern District, excluding all waters south of a line 
extending from the eastem shore of Zachary Bay at 55" 22' 39" N. lat., 160" 35' 03" W. long., to a 
point on the western shore of Zachary Bay at 55" 22' 39" N. lat., 160" 38' 47" W. long; 

(2)  the Southcentral District, excluding the Canoe Bay Section and all waters north of the Pavlof Bay 
Section north of the latitude of Black Point (55" 24' 34" N. lat.); 

(3) the Southwestern District, excluding the Cold Bay, Thin Point, and Morzhovoi Bay Sections, and 
the Unimak District; 

(b) The department may open the following areas to salmon fishing from July 6 through September 30: 

(1) in the Shumagin Islands Section of the Southeastern District, all waters south of a line extending 
from the eastern shore of Zachary Bay at 55" 22' 39" N. lat., 160" 35' 03" W. long., to a point on the 
western shore of Zachary Bay at 55" 22' 39" N. lat., 160" 38' 47" W. long.; 

(2) in the Pavlof Bay Section of the Southcentral District, all waters north of the latitude of Black Point 
(55" 24' 34" N. lat.); 

(3) the Canoe Bay Section of the Southcentral District; 

(4) in the Southwestern District, the Cold Bay, Thin Point and Morzhovoi Bay Sections. 



Appendix B. 1. Application of fishery management plans. 

5 AAC 39.200 APPLICATION OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS. 

(a) The Board of Fisheries has implemented by regulation fishery management plans that provide the 
Department of Fish and Game with guidelines to be followed when making management decisions 
regarding the state's subsistence, commercial, sport and personal use fisheries. The primary goal of 
these management plans is to protect the sustained yield of the state's fishery resources while at the 
same time providing an equitable distribution of the available harvest between various users. The 
regulations contained in this section are intended to aid in the achievement of that goal and therefore 
will apply to all fishery management plans contained in 5 AAC 03-5 AAC 39. 

(b) In some fishery management plans, the distribution of harvestable fish between various users is 
determined by the harvest that occurs during a specific time period, at a specific location, or by a 
specific group or groups of users. At times fishermen, due to circumstances that are beyond the control 
of the department, such as weather or price disputes, will not harvest fish. When this happens in a 
fishery governed by a management plan, the goals of the plan may not be achieved. Therefore, when 
a fishery is open to the taking of fish and the group or groups of users whose catch determines the 
distribution of the harvest as set out in the applicable management plan are not taking the harvestable 
fish available to them, the department shall manage the fishery as if the available harvest is being 
taken. When determining the available harvest, the department shall consider the number of fish 
needed to meet spawning requirements, the number of fish present in the fishery and in spawning 
areas that are in excess to spawning requirements, and the estimated harvesting capacity of the group 
or groups of users that would normally participate in the fishery. 



 

 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities free from discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. 
The department administers all programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. 
  
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire 
further information please write to ADF&G, P.O. Box 25526, Juneau, AK 99802-5526; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203 or O.E.O., U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Washington DC 20240. 
 
For information on alternative formats for this and other department publications, please contact the 
department ADA Coordinator at (voice) 907-465-6077, (TDD) 907-465-3646, or (FAX) 907-465-6078. 
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